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Gator Tales 

The Pearl River Valley Water Supply District 

15th Independence Celebration - June 27th  

The Barnett Reservoir Foundation will stage its 15th Independence Celebration on June 27, 2026, highlighted by 
a dual fireworks show and music at Old Trace Park and Bobby Cleveland Park at Lakeshore!  Co‐hosted by the 
Pearl River Valley Water Supply District, this show is free to the public!   
 
The annual event will include music at both parks, beginning at 6pm after the Pledge of Allegiance and the  
National Anthem. 
 
“It’s America’s 250th birthday, so we’re extra excited to be able to put this on at the Rez this year,” said Barnett 
Reservoir Foundation President Mark Williams.   
 
Gates open at 5 pm, and fireworks will begin at 9pm from the end of Red Dot Road near Old Trace Park and 
from a barge floated off of Bobby Cleveland Park at Lakeshore.  Tune in to 98.7 for the fireworks show and  
musical simulcast! 
 
Each park will have kid zones, food trucks, and beverages!  No outside food, beverages, tents, or coolers 
please.  Dogs on leashes are welcome as always.  We look forward to seeing you for this annual community 
tradition! 
 
For more info please email events@rezlife.ms.   
 
This official America 250 project was made possible by a grant from the Mississippi Humanities Council through support from 
the State of Mississippi. 

 
 
 
 

 

Dash ‘n Splash 5k – June 27 – Old Trace Park 
Come kick off the Independence Day Celebration at the 13th annual Dash ‘n Splash 5k, benefitting the  

Brain Injury Association of Mississippi.  Run or walk!  The event will begin at 8:30 am.   
Visit msbraininjury.org for more information.   

 



Things Going On Around the Rez 

Low Head Dam Update  

 The Low Head Dam, near Lena, which was built in 1964, sprang a leak in December.  Our crews and a con‐
tractor have been working to fix the problem.  Repairs are ongoing.  

 

Tree Cleanup on Spillway Road  

In May, PRV received bids to cut down and mulch the dead trees along Spillway Road, from Beaver Run to 
Highway 471.  Bids are currently being reviewed and will be presented to the PRV Board for approval at the 
June Board meeting. 

Mowing  

In an effort to cut more frequently and improve aesthetics, PRV recently contracted out the remaining areas 
in Rankin County that were still being mowed in‐house.  These new contracted areas will include Pelahat‐
chie Shore Park, Spillway Road, Scenic Drive, and Northshore Parkway.  We apologize for the period in May 
when the grass became overgrown in areas.   

PRV Wins Two Grants 

PRV has recently received two grants that will promote the longevity of the spillway gates and the bridges 
that pass over them.  The first grant is a comprehensive study of the 
gates to determine what all needs to be addressed.  It’s a $1.1 million dol‐
lar study, but the grant only provides 65%.  The Legislature awarded 
$200,000 in matching funds.   

The second grant was only recently won, and it will address  Upper and 
Lower Spillway bridge repairs.  It’s also a $1.1 million dollar job, and the 
grant will provide 80%.  This grant has not yet been approved by the PRV 
board; staff is also currently looking for matching funds.   

Update from the Capitol 

It was a busy year at the Mississippi State Capitol during the 2026 Legislative Session.  3,669 bills were filed 

by legislators, which is the most ever.  496 of those bills became law.   

As far as PRV is concerned, the Legislature reauthorized $1.75 million for dredging.  This was necessary be‐

cause last year, PRV’s dredging contractor requested to cancel the project that was underway.  Now, bids 

will be solicited and a new dredging project will begin to dredge the same neighborhoods that were already 

slated to be dredged:  Northbay, Bridgepointe, Palisades, Arbor Landing, and Lake Harbor.  Bid advertise‐

ments are expected to be in the papers in June. 

Also, PRV has won a grant through the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality to study the spill‐

way gates to determine what deficiencies exist.  The study is expected to cost $1.1 million, and the grant will 

provide 65% of expenses.  The Legislature awarded PRV with $200,000 in matching funds. 

We would like to thank the legislators who represent PRV and provide a voice for us in the Legislature each 

year:  Senator Josh Harkins, Representative Brent Powell, Senator Walter Michel, Representative Celeste 

Hurst, Representative Jonathan McMillan, Representative Shanda Yates, and others. 



 
 
 
 

 

Keep  the Rez Beautiful 

Keep the Rez Beautiful hosted two cleanup events this spring. 

On March 28, 2026, a group of local, mostly teenaged, volunteers spent their Satur‐
day picking up trash below the spillway gates.  They picked up 75 yards of monofila‐
ment, lots of glass shards, beer and liquor bottles, dead fish, and all sorts of other 
trash.   

On May 16, 2026, KRB hosted its 2026 Great American Clean up – America 250th at 
Leake County Water Park.  Volunteers from several counties came together prior to 
the clean up and planted large trees donated by Keep Mississippi Beautiful.  Other 

volunteers planted a new large butterfly/pollinator garden, kayaked the Pearl to pick up litter, and learned 
about fossils and the watershed from Pearl Riverkeepers. 

More than 75 volunteers spent several hundred hours to make the May 16th cleanup a huge success.   

“Clean up days like these are a reminder that everyone who uses the Reservoir has a responsibility to pre‐
serve it for future generations.  I’m so proud of these volunteers that they chose to spend their free time 
making our community better for everyone who lives here and enjoys the Reservoir,” said Keep the Rez 
Beautiful Director Jeannine May.  

If you would like to get involved with litter prevention, recycling promotion, and beautification at the Bar‐
nett Reservoir, email keeptherezbeautiful@gmail.com. 

2026 Scheduled Events at The Rez 

 

6/13/26 Father/Son Fishing Tournament (City of Ridgeland)  OTP 

6/27/26 Independence Day Celebration    BCP & OTP 

8/1/26  Rez Dawgs Disc Golf Tournament     PSP 

8/27/26 Sunset Concert      BCP 

9/20/26 Pinelake Baptism      BCP 

9/24/26 Sunset Concert      BCP 

10/9 –11/26 Celticfest       BCP 

 

OTP ‐ Old Trace Park / BCP ‐ Bobby Cleveland Park at Lakeshore / PSP – Pelahatchie Shore Park  

EyeOnWater App  

 PRV water customers have access to a free and valuable tool that can track water usage and 

even identify a leak before it results in an expensive water bill or damage to your home.  It’s as 

easy as downloading the free EyeOnWater app. Give it a try! 
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Support the Barnett Reservoir Foundation with License Plates 
 
Over 2,000 vehicles now bear the Reservoir Tag, the proceeds of which benefit the Barnett Reservoir 

Foundation.  The Foundation serves as a non‐profit support group for 
PRVWSD and the Reservoir community.   

 
The Foundation funds projects and events around the Reservoir, most 

notably the Independence Day Celebration fireworks displays at Old Trace 
Park and Bobby Cleveland Park at Lakeshore.   

 
Other events include the Sunset Concert Series, Food Truck Frenzies, 

crawfish boils, and others. 
 
The license plate provides free admission to PRVWSD parks and many Foundation events.   

GET CONNECTED! 

To receive texts about road closures, dredging updates, boil water alerts, and other important news 
around the Rez, text Madison or Rankin to 833‐205‐7575, or scan the QR codes with your phone! 

A shortcut to enrollment 

1. Use your smart phone’s camera to take a picture of 
the QR code for Madison County (right) or Rankin 
County (left). Your phone will be directed to enter 
the county name in a text to the correct number. 

2. Hit “Send” and the enrollment process will begin. 
     Rankin County QR       Madison County QR 


