
  
A newsletter for the citizens of the PRVWSD community 

Newsletter Date:   Summer 2022 Volume 10 Issue  32 

Gator Tales 

The Pearl River Valley Water Supply District 

11th Independence Celebration - July 2nd 

The Barnett Reservoir Foundation will stage its 11th Inde‐

pendence Celebration on July 2nd highlighted by a dual fire‐

works show and music at Old Trace and Lakeshore Parks. 

Co‐hosted by the Pearl River Valley Water Supply District, 

this show is free to the public.  Gates open at 5 p.m. 

The annual event will include live music featuring Brian 

Smith and Scott Stricklin at Old Trace Park and Temperance 

Babcock and Cameron Yates at Lakeshore Park beginning at 

6 p.m. 

 Activities will start with a flyby of vintage military aircraft 

by the Commemorative Air Force, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance and National Anthem at both parks before the 

music begins. 

Fireworks will begin at 9 p.m. from the end of Red Dot 

Road near Old Trace Park and from a barge floated off 

Lakeshore Park. A simultaneous soundtrack of patriotic     

music will accompany the show. 

Each park will have a Kids Zone, food trucks and beverag‐

es, including beer, available. No outside food, beverages, or 

coolers will be allowed. Dogs are welcome. 

Why do the 4th on July 2? 
The Barnett Reservoir Foundation funds the fireworks show but couldn’t 

stage the event without the help of the PRVWSD staff, which leads to the 
Independence Celebration not happening on July 4. 

“We always go to the Saturday prior to the holiday, or in this case the 
Saturday before the holiday weekend, so as to not interfere with the staff’s 
holiday plans with their families,” said Foundation President Dale Shephard. 
“A side benefit is that by staging our fireworks early, we all get a chance to 
celebrate our nation’s independence more than just one day.” 



Did you know that you can get water and traffic alerts instantly? 

The Pearl River Valley Water Supply District is now offering a text alert system to inform leaseholders of emer‐
gencies and other important information through messages to cell phones and other text‐capable devices. 

It is a free service that PRVWSD Deputy Director Adam Choate said will give the agency the ability to notify cus‐
tomers instantly about such events as boil water notices, traffic problems, weather emergencies, and prescribed 
burns. Choate said the system will be voluntary and customers must opt in by providing a phone number for the 
texting service. 

To enlist in the system, users simply need to input the phone number 833‐205‐7575 into their phone’s texting app 
and send either Madison and Rankin, depending on county of residence, and hit send. The new system then will 
complete the enrollment system by responding to ask only your name. 

Or, even easier, simply use your device’s camera and snap on the appropriate QR code supplied with this article, 
and the phone will automatically enter the county in a text for the user to send to the system. In a return text, the 
texting system will request a name and complete the enrollment. 

  

Dredging Underway 
    Hemphill Construction Company has begun dredging in the 
Pelahatchie Bay area of the Barnett Reservoir.  The $2,800,000 
contract is being funded by appropriations from the Mississippi 
State Legislature and revenue from Barnett Reservoir timber 
sales. 

Land was previously cleared along the east end of Spillway Road 
to provide areas to deposit the dredge spoil.  Upon completion 
of the dredging, these areas will be reforested with mixed hard‐
wood and pine trees. 

The dredging is necessary to remove siltation that has entered 
the reservoir over the last few years.  Dredging will restore the 
boating channels to a bottom elevation of 292 feet above  mean 
sea level.  This will provide four feet of water during the winter 
months when the reservoir is drawn down to an elevation of 296 
feet.  The work is generally moving from east to west.   

For a complete dredging schedule please visit PRVWSD’s web‐
site at www.therez.ms. 

A shortcut to enrollment 

1. Use your smart phone’s camera to take a picture of the 
QR code for Madison County (left) or Rankin County 
(right). Your phone will be directed to enter the county 
name in a text to the correct number. 

2. Hit “Send” and the enrollment process will begin. 

3.   Follow the simple instructions sent in a reply. 
Rankin County QR code Madison County QR Code 



PRVWSD – Officials with the Pearl River Valley Water Supply District are working to update their     

Master Plan for land and facility development. 

To assist PRVWSD leaders in developing this plan, individuals with an interest in PRVWSD, such as a leaseholder, 

business owner/operator, PRV facility user, or otherwise interested party, are being asked to complete a brief online 

survey.  The survey includes questions related to future growth, recreational desires, facility usage, and areas of con‐

cerns.  The input and comments will be a valuable part of the planning process. 

To take the survey, visit www.surveymonkey.com/r/prvwsd2022 
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Support Reservoir Foundation and community with license plates 

Over 1,800 vehicles now bear the Reservoir Tag, the proceeds of which benefit the Barnett Reservoir Foundation that 
serves as a support group for PRVWSD and the reservoir business and residential 
communities. The Foundation receives $26 annually for each tag, which is the 
group’s leading source of revenue. 

The Foundation funds projects around the lake, as well as holding special events to 
enhance the Reservoir Community. Chief among those is the annual  Independence 
Celebration fireworks show each summer. This year’s event will be on July 2. 

Other events include a Food Truck Frenzy, a Sunset Concert Series, a Crawfish 
Boil and a Steak Cookoff Association contest. The Foundation also partners in co-
sponsoring events conducted by outside groups.  

The benefit of the tag, in addition to its attractive look, is free admission to many of the Foundation events and free 
entry into the Reservoir parks. 

2022 Scheduled Events at The Rez 

7/2    Dash ‘n Splash Race for Brain & Spinal Cord Injury  OTP    5K, Run, Walk & Roll/  1 Mile Fun Run 
7/2    Independence Celebra on at The REZ    OTP/LSP Live Music/Vendors/Fireworks ‐ free event 
7/12    PRVWSD Job Fair    PSP    Pavilion 10am—12pm 
7/30‐31    9th Annual Reservoir Dawgs Open Disc Golf Tourney   OTP/PSP   Visit Ridgeland Event 
9/15‐17    Firefighter Combat Challenge    LSP    Black Axes Throwing Club 
9/15‐17    Bass Tac cs‐Na onal Qualifying Tournament  ML    City of Ridgeland 
9/17    Rez Life Food Truck Frenzy    TBD    Food Trucks in the park / Live Music 
9/18    Iden fy Bap sm    LSP    Pinelake Church Event 
9/29    Rez Life Sunset Concert Series                     LSP    Live music in park  ‐ Double Shotz 
9/30‐10/1    Moving Day Walk     OTP    Parkinson’s Founda on Event 
10/12    Mayor’s Fun Walk    OTP    City of Ridgeland Event 
10/27    Rez Life Sunset Concert Series                     LSP    Live music in park  
10/29    Walk to End Alzheimer’s    OTP    Alzheimer’s Associa on Event 

OTP ‐ Old Trace Park / LSP ‐ Lakeshore Park / PSP – Pelahatchie Shore Park / SP ‐ Spillway Road / FL ‐ Fannin Landing   
ML ‐ Madison Landing / RR ‐ Rankin County Boat Ramp / TBD‐To Be Determined 


