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Gator Tales 

The Pearl River Valley Water Supply District 

On Jan. 1, the Pearl River Valley Water Supply District began a new billing plan in hopes of curbing an excessive and 

growing amount of overdue water bills requiring disconnections.  A major part of the plan is an end to the 24-hour re-

connection service. Going forward, no after-hour (5 p.m.) reconnections will be made. 

Under the new system: 

* Water/sewer bills are usually received around the first of the month, for this example Feb. 1, and are due on re-

ceipt. The bill represents January’s reading made on or about the 20th of the month. 

* An overdue notice will be sent for accounts not paid by Feb. 20th. A 10% penalty will be assessed at this time. 

* The past due amount for January, plus penalties and the current amount owed for February’s water/sewer is due by 

March 20th. Payment must be made in full with certified funds, a valid credit card or cash. Cash payments are not 

accepted at the Spillway Road Office. 

* Accounts unpaid by 5 p.m. on March 20 will be cut off. Service will not be restored until the balance and a $50 

reconnect fee has been paid.  

* There will be no after-hour reconnections. 

PRVWSD has done away with an additional 10 percent fee for bills not paid by the 28th of the month and also a $25 

processing fee. 

 New water/sewer billing plan in effect  

 Dam roadwork expected to begin in March 

The nearly $1.5 million project to repair and repave the upper road across the Barnett Reservoir 

Dam is expected to begin in mid March and end in June, although no starting date has been set. The project is being funded 

by the Mississippi Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration. 

To ease traffic on the highly used thoroughfare, the contract does not allow the contractor to close any lanes between 7 

a.m. and 9 a.m. Monday through Friday. At all other times the contractor may close only one lane of traffic, and only the 

area projected to be worked each day may be closed that day. 



 

News Around the REZ 

B.A.S.S. back for Open March 1-3 

    The Bass Anglers Sportsman Society will return to Barnett Reservoir for the 13th time in its history and the 

third in the last four years on March 1-3 for a Bassmaster Central Open at Madison County Landing.  

    Opens are Bassmaster’s second tier of bass tournaments, behind only the Elite Series, which held an event 

on Barnett in 2017. Over 200 pro anglers will compete in the event, each paired with an amateur “co-angler” 

each day, with over $275,000 in cash and prizes to be awarded. 

Each day will start in Main Harbor with checkout to begin around 6 a.m. at Pelican’s Cove and the Main Harbor Store. Check-ins 

will begin around 3 p.m. at Madison Landing, with Thursday’s and Friday’s weigh-ins conducted at the Landing. Only the top 12 boats 

will compete on Saturday, and will be trailered to Bass Pro Shops in Pearl for the final weigh-in.  

The City of Ridgeland Tourism Commission and the Barnett Reservoir Foundation are the local hosts for the event. All events are 

free to the public. 

The Madison Landing ramp will be closed to public use on Thursday and Friday, March 1-2 to accommodate tournament boats, but 

will be open to the public March 3 after Saturday’s tournament launch. 

Sign-up for water/sewer E-Billing 

PRVWSD is now offering paperless online billing for 

its water/sewer customers, and can accept payments by 

free automatic draft. 

To sign up for E-billing, water customers can send 

email address, service (street) address and account num-

ber by email to comments@therez.ms or call 601-856-

6574. 

To sign up for draft payments, customers must obtain 

a ACH draft form from the PRVWSD office or download 

a copy from the TheRez.ms website. Fill out the form 

and return to PRVWSD. 

 
Next up: Digital registers for water meters 

PRVWSD has ordered and begun installing new digital 

cellular registers for existing water meters for all of its 

water/sewer customers. 

When installed, the new devices will allow PRVWSD 

to monitor water usage by the hour, which will help identi-

fy problems, such as major leaks.  

The digital register installation will also allow the cus-

tomer to monitor usage after accessing a downloadable app 

to their cell phone or other personal devices. 

PRVWSD 2018 Board of Directors 

Pictured:  Seated from left, John Skains, 

Shannon Armstrong, W. C. Gorden, John 

Pittman, Samuel Mitchell.  Standing from 

left,  Ben Evans, Tedrick Ratcliff, Jr., 

Jack Winstead, Billy Cook (Vice Presi-

dent), Jennifer Hall (President), Phillip 

Crosby (Secretary), Doug Berry, Kenny 

Latham and Bruce Brackin.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Escaping the deep freeze 

The Deep South’s deep freeze had minimal impact on reservoir 

residents, thanks to some frigid work by PRVWSD crews. Only one 

water main break was reported, and was quickly fixed and no custom-

ers were impacted. PRVWSD staff also de-iced Spillway Road on the 

dam, and Northshore Parkway to keep traffic flowing on these two 

highly used traffic corridors. 

Sub-freezing temperatures made for some strange and often beau-

tiful sights around the reservoir, including a complete freeze over of 

the harbor at Fannin Landing (see photo). Birds could be seen land-

ing, sliding and standing on ice in the lake. 

Scheduled Events at The REZ 

Mar29, Apr 26, May31   Sunset Concert Series  LSP Musical entertainment 

Mar 1,2&3 BassMaster Open ML Fishing Tourney 

Apr 14 Racking for The Seed LSP Duathlon & 5K 

Apr 28&29 Barnett Res. Foundation Boat Show   RR Water recreation showcase 

May 5 Century Ride OTP Bicycle Ride 

May 11 Pepsi Pops OTP Music Festival 

May 19 Gator Bait Hatchling Race LSP Kayak Race 

June 9 Dragon Boat Regatta OTP OTP 

July 1 Independence Celebration ALL Community Festival/Fireworks 

 

OTP-  Old Trace Park / LSP - Lakeshore Park / PSP – Pelahatchie Shore Park 

SP - Spillway Road / FL - Fannin Landing / ML - Madison Landing / RR - Rankin County 

Boat Ramp 

 

 

 

 

Lakeshore Dog Park coming in February 

A new playground for man’s best friends will be 

available to the public in February when the 

Lakeshore Dog Park opens at PRVWSD’s Lakeshore 

Park. Completely funded by the Rankin County Ani-

mal Adoption Foundation, the approximately half-

acre area will include separate playgrounds for large 

and small dogs, benches for their two-legged friends 

and a watering station. The area is located on the 

northeast side of Lakeshore Park across the cove 

from Sportsman’s Marina.  The official ribbon cut-

ting is scheduled for February 24th.  

 

 

 

 

Work begins on Shaggy’s 

Construction work has begun on Shaggy’s Res-

taurant at Rankin County Boat Ramp on the east 

end of the Barnett Reservoir Dam, with plans to 

open later this year.  It will be the fifth Shaggy’s - 

and the first inland location - joining the popular 

dockside locations in Pass Christian, Gulfport, 

Biloxi, and Pensacola Beach.  Founder Ron Ladner 

opened the first Shaggy’s in Pass Christian Harbor 

in 2007, taking the name from a popular 1940’s 

establishment named Shaggy’s Tavern in down-

town Pass Christian.   
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Meet PRVWSD    Susan Goodwin McMullan, Deputy Director 

The PRVWSD Board of Directors has elevated Susan Goodwin McMullan to the position of Deputy 

Director. She has served as the agency’s Chief Financial Officer and Personnel Director since 2005. 

“I am not just an employee of the reservoir, but also a proud resident, and I relish the opportunity to fur-

ther serve the agency and the reservoir community,” McMullan said. 

A native of Brandon, graduate of Belhaven University and a CPA, McMullan served 14 years as comp-

troller for the City of Jackson before joining PRVWSD. 

 

Committee studying driveway issue 

A committee appointed by the PRVWSD Board of Directors is currently studying a section of its parking regulations involving boat 

trailers, utility trailers, RVs and oversized work vehicles in driveways. Enforcement of this section has been delayed until the study is 

completed, and the Board considers the findings. In the meantime, the section forbidding parking in the street will continue to be en-

forced.  Comments on the issue are still being accepted by email to comments@therez.ms.  


